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Research on the Dilemmas and Countermeasures of Promoting Green

Consumption from the Perspective of Intergenerational Differences
ZHAO Yongqiang, ZHAN Haojie

Abstract: Against the backdrop of China’s integration of green consumption into its
national strategy and the introduction of a series of policies such as the Implementation Plan
for Promoting Green Consumption to drive the green and low-carbon transformation of the
economy and society, green consumption practices have made initial progress in survival-
oriented areas including clothing, food, housing, and transportation. However, the conversion
rate between residents' green consumption attitudes and behaviors remains low, and the
development of green consumption still faces practical dilemmas. It is particularly noteworthy
that the unique rapid transition of Chinese society has shaped intergenerational groups with
vastly different values, life experiences, and economic foundations. This paper adopts the
classification criteria of the “Pre-Reform and Opening-up Generation” (born before 1978),
the “Reform and Opening-up Generation” (born between 1978 and 1991), and the “Market
Economy Generation” (born). It examines the current status and intergenerational characteristics
of green consumption in China, deeply analyzes the significant intergenerational differences in
green consumption and the corresponding dilemmas, and finally proposes countermeasures for
boosting the development of green consumption in China, aiming to provide useful theoretical
references and practical guidance.

Keywords: green consumption; intergenerational difference; consumption behavior;
development dilemmas; optimization measure
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