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How Do Digital Trade Rules Improve the Resilience of

Digital Service Exports?
JIANG Tao, CHEN Kaihang, QIN Qiongxia

Abstract: The construction of digital trade rules is an important component of advancing the
high-quality development of foreign trade through institutional opening-up. Taking 123 economies
worldwide as research samples, this paper empirically investigates the impacts and internal
mechanisms of digital trade rules on the resilience of digital service exports. The regression results
indicate that digital trade rules can significantly strengthen digital service export resilience, and
such impacts work through three channels: lowering trade barriers, cutting trade costs and reducing
institutional distance. Higher trade openness can further amplify this positive effect. Heterogeneity
tests demonstrate that digital trade rules generate significant positive effects on digital service export
resilience in four circumstances: the importing economy belongs to high-income, upper-middle-
income or lower-middle-income groups; the exporting economy adopts American or European digital
trade rule templates; the exporter is a formal WTO member; and the gap in digital infrastructure
between two trading partners is relatively narrow. Further analysis reveals that digital service export
resilience can produce a feedback effect on the growth of digital service exports via the intensive
margin and extensive margin. This paper identifies a sequential transmission logic: the signing
of digital trade rules — the improvement of digital service export resilience — the expansion of
digital service exports. The research conclusions provide policy implications for steadily promoting
institutional opening-up, accelerating alignment with international high-standard digital trade rule
frameworks, and achieving high-quality development of global digital trade.

Keywords: digital trade rules; resilience of digital service exports; digital infrastructure;
institutional distance; trade openness; feedback effect
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