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Compliance Governance of Open Source Software and Government

Procurement
WU Zhanxia, ZHANG Guofeng, ZHU Qigan

Abstract: China’s government explicitly incorporated the national science and technology
strategy of supporting open source development into the 14th Five-Year Plan. Since their
launch, DeepSeek and OpenClaw have gained rapid nationwide popularity and become major
suppliers of digital public goods in the software industry. Facts have proven that open source
has exerted profound impacts not only at the technical level, but also posed new challenges and
opportunities to the government policies. Starting with the definition and inherent characteristics
of open source, this paper elaborates that open source possesses the attributes of digital public
goods. It points out that government procurement can drive the development of open source
software by facilitating technological innovation, guiding market demand, fostering a fair
competitive environment, advancing compliance development, and enhancing supply chain
security. Meanwhile, it analyzes potential compliance risks in the government procurement of
open source software covering legal, technical, license, intellectual property and supply chain
dimensions. Drawing on the risk management experience of major countries in stimulating the
development of open digital public goods, and combining comparative analysis of international
government procurement rules and global policy practices, this paper puts forward suggestions
on compliance governance for the government procurement of open source software .

Keywords: digital public goods, open source compliance, government procurement
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